
From Drawing

Board to ~itJII"
The Lower Owens River Project that has been examined in

the 2002 draft environmental document has evolved from an

idea conceived nearly 25 years ago. Todays LORP was defined in a

1997 memorandum of understanding between the LADWp, lnyo'
County, California Department of Fish and Game, State Lands

Commission, Sierra Club and the Owens ValleyCommittee.

The vision is to establish a healthy Lower Owens Riverriparian ecosystem,
ere diverse plant and wildlife can thrive, and threatened an

endangered species can beprotected,tJnder this plan, current and

compatible.land uses along the 62-rnilesti;ewh of river Willcontinue,

especiallyrecreation, but alsoliVestockgrazIhg, agriculture, and .
other activities. project is also expeQtedi to

1\.River For All of ,Us

of

ahdthousands

acres ofhabitatfbr fishahd ~ld,life testored by lXsingdiverted

water frotp. tl1e Los.AJ;rgelesAqueduct. It's almost here.

the Lower Owens River Project (LOR-P), is managed by the
Los Angeles Department of Water and Power (the LADWP) and

lnyo County Water Department. It is among the most
environmentally significant river habitat restorations ever

undertaken in the United States, according to Mark Hill,
nationally recognized ecologist who has conducted exhaustive

studies for these two agencies to help them prepare for this

historic project. The LORP will return a steady flow of water

from the Los Angeles Aqueduct to the Owens River below
Big Pine and down to the Delta of Owens Lake. Additional

water will spread into basins at Blackrock and the Lower
Owens River Delta to create hundreds of acres of

wetlands habitat for waterfowl and shore' birds - one

l(~1 of the largest restorations of wetlands in California.

"Helping restore the functioning of an entire

ecosystem,as the LORPwill do, is a projectof such

grand scale that the knowledge is being used in

other parts of the world in restoration of similar

watersheds. As the last piece of a long-term effort

to rewater the entire Owens River, this project

being undertaken by the Department of Water

and Power and Inyo County is absolutely unique.

Thisis a tremendousopportunityto manageland

uses while keeping ecological function."

- MarkHill,Ecosystem Sciences, Inc.

LOS ANGELES DEPART

The LADWP and lnyo County have just released a draft
environmental document that describes the details of the

LORP including the impacts of construction as well as its

significant benefits'. Owens Valley residents have

provided to the project public




